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VISUAL ARTS

Lines that Define

Mel Dare and Olga Cironis

Paper Mountain

REVIEW LAETITIA WILSON

This year Paper Mountain art gallery celebrates it fifth anniversary as one of the few artist-run
initiatives to support a diversity of contemporary art practice.

Its exhibition program is broad in showcasing the artwork of established artists, recently hatched
creatives and those in between, in all manner of art media.

Some exhibitions work in the gallery space better than others. Lines that Define, with sculpture by Olga
Cironis and painting by Mel Dare, is a current example. The artists devised this exhibition together and
the works coalesce and contrast in various ways.

There is a starkness of colour and richness of subject matter that unites them. Cironis crafts figurative
and surreal pieces, whereas Dare leans closer to abstraction and both are inspired by memory, identity
and personal heritage, each with connections to Czechoslovakia.

A line of small sculptural assemblages by Cironis occupies the centre of the room. They are found
porcelain and concrete ornaments of human figures that Cironis has collected over many years. The
porcelain figures are sandblasted and altered by various means to tie into not only personal, but also
cultural, historical and mythological narratives.

https://thewest.com.au/
https://thewest.com.au/entertainment/arts-reviews
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxn4qlz0kfLD5YA172QMHWtyL3t1otk0em-db9ZJ7E8oiZ6sawRTL-ZX-2RCTXBPsPoBVPa4lNTomo72opsxAhj1-B8pfezC93eMcI3-AmArjO689lRaYjUTdeKcWFVBjPaIaMHicgXLu-WwXe5619WLo84Y1gLArnzU55_szR739JULrJznQopHao-aytQr5EPSX5I3zMyczyoYHDlzheiWb8m1B-FHvYgOWKg2gnYmQ99jTtjGqU7h7t8cjyboJBnzpkniPAqry8cosCkgXtSvtEY5PYKw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH_kILXuuo0Y&adurl=https://thewest.quizjam.com/quiz/7aa888da-a3c0-40eb-afd7-723323c79ec4%3Futm_source%3Dsevenwest%26utm_medium%3Dother%26utm_campaign%3Dquiz_2017
https://enewspaper2.thewest.com.au/APDWAN/Site/index.php
https://myads.thewestclassifieds.com.au/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C4Ks8PoVXWsiLH8OcqAHCuaSIA-_htc5OyK7Iwu4FCxABIMmq9jlgpaiqgKgBoAGvw46jA8gBCeACAKgDAaoE9QFP0ORVEOSjHyUA3tKZFqDW8kLtjawX7h7J32WJdGlq932gI_tpL9AE7oXv65zIJ1fgD9nF-uas7wGjk6aiSUfcqCYNg0xz9OCyAlzxFz9yAv9P2Cdq48xUW-wI3Ga8UoZmuLqO6ds0F7zpEa9TFQ2XJ5uQ2FalOi39rnXBruVkuG6nBr-AbtdUj1uoHKxy6yf5VnGFJ641Kq5Y-yztiHrsNHPOLS9QtvCLygUxPlmLrhVsIILSLkS26Pb0EEnF0jBxXy4IDNnVUmtpIgMiLQOOzyYXcBUBvcH4UokYxIbct1ot1mxDp5i8XrPkoaOWp_nSqHN3TeAEAfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAH3LHKa6gHpr4b2AcAwAgB0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTDA&num=1&cid=CAASEuRonibV-3WGe412bZeBOX_nQQ&sig=AOD64_0l_-QnssmDLpxvn-gmoFTAYTu2oQ&adurl=http://www.floryday.com/Dresses-r9872/%3Fcurrency%3DAUD%26country_code%3DAU%26utm_term%3D5189417%26mid%3D1100200%26not_pop%3D1%26currency%3DAUD%26country_code%3DAU&client=ca-pub-5336490691850171
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C4Ks8PoVXWsiLH8OcqAHCuaSIA-_htc5OyK7Iwu4FCxABIMmq9jlgpaiqgKgBoAGvw46jA8gBCeACAKgDAaoE9QFP0ORVEOSjHyUA3tKZFqDW8kLtjawX7h7J32WJdGlq932gI_tpL9AE7oXv65zIJ1fgD9nF-uas7wGjk6aiSUfcqCYNg0xz9OCyAlzxFz9yAv9P2Cdq48xUW-wI3Ga8UoZmuLqO6ds0F7zpEa9TFQ2XJ5uQ2FalOi39rnXBruVkuG6nBr-AbtdUj1uoHKxy6yf5VnGFJ641Kq5Y-yztiHrsNHPOLS9QtvCLygUxPlmLrhVsIILSLkS26Pb0EEnF0jBxXy4IDNnVUmtpIgMiLQOOzyYXcBUBvcH4UokYxIbct1ot1mxDp5i8XrPkoaOWp_nSqHN3TeAEAfoFBgglEAEYAKAGLoAH3LHKa6gHpr4b2AcAwAgB0ggHCIBhEAEYAYAKA9gTDA&num=1&cid=CAASEuRonibV-3WGe412bZeBOX_nQQ&sig=AOD64_0l_-QnssmDLpxvn-gmoFTAYTu2oQ&adurl=http://www.floryday.com/Dresses-r9872/%3Fcurrency%3DAUD%26country_code%3DAU%26utm_term%3D5189417%26mid%3D1100200%26not_pop%3D1%26currency%3DAUD%26country_code%3DAU&client=ca-pub-5336490691850171
https://thewest.com.au/
https://thewest.com.au/latest
https://thewest.com.au/news
https://thewest.com.au/sport
https://thewest.com.au/business
https://thewest.com.au/politics
https://thewest.com.au/opinion
https://thewest.com.au/lifestyle
https://thewest.com.au/entertainment


 

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Massive living sale now on at Early Settler!
Earlysettler

Promoted

[Photos] Tabitha From "Bewitched" Opens Up
About The Show
Trend Chaser

Promoted

Pink sees red: I want to stab my husband with a
fork

Role sparks royal interest

Heidi, Will and Woody to split Take the Big Quiz of 2017 now!

The most notable additions are feathers, whose rich brown tones and softness add an element of
surrealism to the kitsch impersonality of the ornaments. On a couple of ornaments, the feathers are
clumped together where the face would usually be, then fluffed about the base of a female figure to
create a nest and wedged onto the chest of a male figure.

The figurines themselves refer to Classical Greek mythology, the trend of its tacky appropriation in
garden ornaments and the dilution of meaning associated with such forms, through becoming consumer
goods — like the Mona Lisa on tea towels.

The aggressive addition of feathers signals a flight and escape from the heaviness of conformity to past
identity. Cironis strips their identity even further to create new meanings. She not only adorns them
with excessive plumage but also carves cavities in the chest and face of a couple of the figures,
desecrating them to reveal their hollow interiors.

Together the artists started with the question ʻhow long is a piece of string’ and while Cironis questions
the fabric of culture and identity and strips away at the former glory of ornaments, Dare builds worlds
of string on canvas, binding white onto black.

As Dare states, “String connects, ravels, weaves, binds and repairs. It produces fabric. It shelters one
from the cold, the heat, from the environment. It becomes a filter, a protection, a barrier. The fabric of
culture and of identity — what makes up self and community”.

In Bound in Privilege, a white line comes down from the top of a canvas to form a tangled ball of string.
In The Absence of Response, scratchy lines emerge from blackness. In Impulse, a dense network, like a
topographical map or a rhizome system of roots edges across the surface of the canvas.

Such spatial and linear fields and patterns appear to be about the cosmos, the growth of lichen, cellular
clusters, the movement of reeds under water, or the play of light, yet they are equally about internal
worlds of thought, memory, emotion and identity.

They are about Dare’s background and specifically childhood memories of her grandmothers compelling
her to knit while her Tom boy self desired to climb trees.

The works of Dare and Cironis come together by generously communicating more than originally meets
the eye.

They each mark a significant point in the practice of two, local and dynamic established artists.

Lines that Define ends on Sunday.
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